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The purpose of the Lafayette School Report Card is to provide a communication framework 

among parents/guardians, teachers, and students that fosters each student's lifelong academic 

growth and character development. The report card describes a student's progress towards 

mastery on grade level standards.  

 

Standards-based grading 

A standards-based report card communicates student progress toward meeting learning 

standards. Teachers assess student performance against these learning standards which are 

specific and observable grade-level skills articulated in the School District of the Chathams’ 

elementary curricula.  Standards-based grading provides parents and students with a clear 

understanding of what is expected at each grade level. With this understanding, parents are better 

able to guide and support their child and assist him/her to succeed and grow.  

 

What is standards-based grading? 

A standards-based grading system is designed to inform parents about their child’s progress 

toward achieving specific learning standards as determined by their state’s educational standards. 

These standards define what a child should know or be able to do for their grade level by the end 

of the year, and serve as the basis for the School District of the Chathams’ curriculum, 

instruction, and assessment model. The Standards-Based Report Card:  

• Emphasizes the most important student skills in each subject area and grade level  

• Evaluates a child’s mastery of a specific skill within a subject area  

• Identifies areas of student strength and weakness to inform instruction 

Standards-based report cards give a grade for each learning goal, so students receive multiple 

grades in each subject area. For example, in fifth grade math, the subject is broken into several 

categories such as: Number and Operations in Base Ten, Number and Operations – Fractions, 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Measurement and Data and Geometry.  Within each 

category, there are lists of math skills students should be able to do, as well as an indicator to 

reflect how your child is progressing towards achieving the learning standards.  

The Characteristics of a Successful Learner reflect learning behaviors and success attributes. 

These characteristics are graded separately to provide an accurate picture of a child’s academic 

achievement. Behaviors include; prepares materials for learning, completes learning 

assignments, follows directions, demonstrates perseverance and self-advocates.  

The advantage of separating academics and personal and social growth is that parents can 

determine if a child needs help with an academic standard or a behavior.  Our goal is to develop 

students who not only master academic content but also demonstrate characteristics necessary for 

successful learning throughout their lives.  

 

What are the proficiency levels on the Standards-Based Report Card? 

The academic performance level represents a student’s progress towards mastery of grade level 

standards. There are four categories, 1-4.  



o “4” indicates a student has advanced understanding and exceeds grade-level expectations 

as defined by the state standard. The “4” represents a student who is able to 

independently extend their knowledge through transference of learning to more complex 

content and thinking (not new content), including deeper conceptual understanding and 

application. For example, students can: 

o Create analogies and/or find connections, integrating areas of study  

o Apply concepts or procedures in a complex situation  

o Plan, devise, construct or create new situations that illustrate or use the concept  

o Transfer concepts or procedures to unfamiliar settings  

o Clearly shows effort, and goes beyond expectations/directions that are set. 

o  “3” indicates the student consistently demonstrates proficient understanding and mastery 

of grade-level standards and academic expectations. The “3” represents those students 

who understand the standards and are able to use the content, details, concepts, 

vocabulary, processes, procedures and skills that relate to the standard. These students 

understand not just the "what," but can correctly explain and/or demonstrate the "how" 

and "why." For example, students can:  

o Justify/explain a process or procedure  

o Solve problems in familiar contexts 

o Analyze situations and decide whether a concept/procedure applies  

o Compare, contrast, and distinguish a concept from related concepts  

o Summarize, conclude, predict and infer  

o Show effort 

o “2” indicates the student demonstrates partial understanding and is progressing toward 

meeting grade-level expectations. A student receiving a “2” understands the basic 

concept or skill but has not yet reached the proficient level and/or cannot demonstrate 

that skill independently. A “2” represents a student who has foundational understanding 

of the content and concepts explicitly taught in class. For example, students can:  

o Use simple concepts, vocabulary, skills, procedures, and/or details 

o Identify or recall important information or processes  

o List parts of a concept, process or procedure 

o Complete simple procedures or algorithms  

o Show evidence of effort 

o “1” indicates the student does not meet grade-level expectations and is unable or rarely 

demonstrates the particular skill. A student receiving a “1” consistently requires help and 

support. They are beginning to understand simple concepts, vocabulary, skills, 

procedures, and/or details. Students at Level 1, require support as they are trying to make 

connections about ideas. For example, students can: 

o Identify or recall some information or processes 

o Identify parts of a concept, process or procedure 

o Complete simple procedures or algorithms with support 

o Complete and organize work with support 

o Show little effort 

 

 



How do teachers determine proficiency levels? 

Teachers determine your child’s academic progress through ongoing assessment. They consider: 

● Knowledge of the child (How does this student learn best? In what way does he 

communicate learning? ) 

● Evidence of student performance (work samples, written/online assessments, anecdotal 

notes garnered from teacher observation and conversations) 

● Knowledge of what the child is expected to know and be able to do (district curriculum 

and state standards) 

 

Please note: 

o Proficiency levels reflect the goals of the current trimester and are not indicators of linear 

performance from trimester to trimester.  

o Marks of “3” and “2” reflect that a student is working within grade-level expectations.  

o A “3” is the expected goal for students. This indicates that he/she is meeting the academic 

standards for that grade level.  

o Marks of “4” or “1” indicate that a student’s performance is VERY above or significantly 

below grade level standards and requires dialogue with the teacher.  

o Different students progress at different rates so standards may be met in varying amount 

of time with varying amounts of teacher support.  

 

 


